SAINT GEORGE CATHOLIC CHURCH

FAITH, COMMUNITY AND SERVICE

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 21, 2025

“She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save His people from their sins.”

Matthew 1:21

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM

Sunday: 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM
& 11:30 AM

Monday - Friday: 8:15 AM

RECONCILIATION
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PRIVATE PRAYER

Tuesday: 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM
in Church with Benediction
Monday through Friday:
11:00 AM to Midnight in
Holy Family Chapel
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Tinley Park, lllinois 60477
708-532-2243

Fax: 708-532-2055
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Tuesday & Thursday:
8:45 AM to 6:00 PM
Office Closed: 12:00 PM
to 1:00 PM Monday
through Friday
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6700 West 176th St.
Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-532-2626
www.stgeorgeschool.org

CHILDREN'S FAITH
FORMATION
6670 West 176th St.

Tinley Park, IL 60477
Phone: 708-532-8211
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In today’s
Gospel, we
hear the
beginning of
the Christmas
story. And
what a
beautiful story itis. It has all the
elements of a great novel ——-
love, mystery, drama, villains
and heroes. It is such a great
story because it is so real. We
know the truth of the story of
Jesus coming into the world
because our own stories have
those same elements. And that
is the whole point of the
Incarnation. God gave us His
Word, and the Word was made
flesh, and we know the Word in
the person of Jesus Christ.

For many people in the ancient
world, this was simply too
much. Saint Paul tells us that
for the Jews, Jesus was an
obstacle (they weren't ready to
accept the Messiah)and for the
Greeks the Incarnation was folly
(why would a god come into the
world as one of his creatures?).
The world just wasn't ready. But
through the gift of faith, we
have the knowledge of this
beautiful love God gives us. In
God's love for us, we enterinto
this divine mystery of faith. We
see the drama unfold with
confusion, fear, suspicion and

LIVE THE LITURGY

MESSAGE FROM FATHER PAUL

reconciliation. The villains and
heroes will make their
appearances almost from the
day of Jesus’ birth.

Over the next weeks, we will see
many unfamiliar faces in our
pews. What a blessing! Some
are students in from college.
Others are family visitors from
out-of-town. Some are your
neighbors who aren't with us
often. Let's make sure that
everyone feels our usual

Saint George warm welcome.
The kindness you show might be
just the thing a person needs to
get back into the swing of
things in the practice of the
faith. Don't ever underestimate
the power of a small kindness.
Countless times | have heard
from visitors how welcome they
felt, and that's because of you
folks in the pews!

So if someone should be sitting
in your favorite place at
Christmas, smile and say hello.
Maybe even introduce yourself
and let them know how glad you
are they are here to pray and
celebrate Our Lord's birth. God
bless you in these final days of
Advent!

Sometimes we want God's instructions to be clear and precise —

like the angel in Joseph’'s dream. But Joseph’s understanding was only
as strong as his devotion to God’s will. If we give our lives to God as
Joseph did, we will know what he asks of us.

©LPi
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: MASS INTENTIONS

OUR SICK...

Patrick Amtman, Arlene Astrowski, Paul Baio, Terrence Baker, Dominick
Byrne, Laurie Cassidy, David Charleston, Brittany Clausius, Debbie
Clausius, Sharon Clifford, Terri Cobban, Margaret Concannon, Pat
Conroy, Diane Cosgrave, Bert Dado, Paula Dettmann, Julie Donohoe,
Peter Ellement, Abigail Fanscali, EImer Flannagan, Jennifer Godzer
Grimm, Rafael Gomez, Manuel Gonzalez, Marirose Grosschadl, Tom
Heenan, Michael Hogan, Paul Hosso, Virginia Hullinger, Sandra Jakala,
Beverly Klosowski, Paul Larsen, Donald Lavey, Frank Lesinski, Carol
Manow, Francisco Marcos, Amy Mason, Kelsey Mercado, Cynthia
Metzger, Kathleen Mohan, Danielle Bella Mampre, Deborah Mraz,
Patricia Murphy, David Murray, Fred Neidermeyer, Judy Nelson, Brian
O’'Connor, Giana Oldenstedt, Bria and Baby Omatto, Baby Vincent
Nicholas Pacheco, Janice Pumfery, Jack Ramey, John Rangel,
Bernadine Raymond, Eunice Robey, Ronald Rose, Loretta Schultz, Jay
Scott, Marilyn Seaman, Cynthia Sinko, Paul Smiley, Mary Ann Stewart,
Richard Stewart, Brian Streeter, Tony Streeter, Gary Szafranski, Matt
Taylor, Sara Taylor, Marge Thomas, Tammy Thomas, Dennis Torii,
Marlene Torii, Noreen Torii, Leslie Vaicik, Stella Vaicik, Kathy
VanderJack, Colette Verdun, Kathy Vrablic, Ed Weston, Barbara Rose
Whalen, JoAnne Wojcik, Edward Worner, Bob Wyatt, Shirley Wydra

If you or a loved one needs prayers due to an illness, please call the parish
office to put your name on the prayer list. Names are kept on the list for four
weeks unless we are notified the person has not recovered.

OUR FAITHFUL DEPARTED...

David Palac, Brother of Barbara McGrath

OUR MILITARY...,

Please remember in your prayers the following people who are serving
our country: PO3 Mary Balkas (Coast Guard), Sgt. Jacob Berry (Army),
SSgt. Mark Bradley (Marines), Staff Sgt. Amanda Brennan (Army), First
Sgt. Robert Brennan (Army), Bradley Brunod (Navy), Capt. Michael
Caddigan (Army), SSgt. Brad Clemmer (Air Force), SSgt. Heidi Currie
(Air Force), Lt.Col. Kevin Currie (Air Force), Maj. Patrick Currie (Air
Force), SSG Matthew Daliege (Army). Sgt. James Dewey (Army), Maj.
Christopher Doering (Army), Sgt. Jonathon M. Filca (Marines), Cmdr.
Spc.4 Nathan Hesse (Army), Pvt. Cody Hogan (Marines), Daniel
Hollendoner (Navy), Cpl. Ryan Hollendoner (Army), L.Cpl. Jonathan
Idrovo (Marines), Lt. Erin Janofski (Navy), Becky Johnston (Air Sybiland
John Force), L.Cpl. Bryan Johnston (Marines), L.Cpl. Ashton Kahne
(Marines), A1C Dylan Knispel (Air Force), AOAA Zachary Kovalcik
(Navy) Spc. Martin McCarthy (Army), Lt. Cmdr. Sean Miner (Navy), Spc.
Joshua S. Mitchell (Army), Alexandra Novak, Lt. Charles W. Novak
(Marines), HM3 Elizabeth O’Neill (E6 Navy Corpsman), Sgt. Jacob
Pusateri (Marines), Sean Rio, Sgt. James Rodriguez (Army), Amn.
Michael Sarniak, Jr. (Coast Guard), Bo Shipan (Marines, LCPI), Camryn
Shupryt (Army), SSgt. Alison Smallwood (Air Force), SSgt. Chaise
Smallwood (Air Force), Lt. David F. Steinberger Il (Navy), Spc.
Alexander Waters (Army), Sgt. FC Powell Yates (Army), A1C Andrew
Yock (Air Force)

If there are parishioners currently serving in the United States military, we
would like to know. Please call the parish office and tell us the name of your
dear one and he/she will be remembered in the prayers of our community and
the name posted in the bulletin. Please indicate branch of service and rank.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20
4:00 PM Mass for Parishioners

David J. Benoit+
Fred Murphy+

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
7:30 AM Mass for All Souls
Czeslaw Hanusiak+
Deceased Members of the
Nykaza Family+

9:30 AM Tomas Torres Jr.+
Victoria Preston+
Adam & Ann Wimunc+

11:30 AM Helen Laurin+
Peggy Roger+
Loretta lvers+

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22

8:15 AM Audrey Zurek+
Eugene Georges+
Tom & Marie Dohm*

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23

8:15 AM Don Graff+
Special Intention for Jan Fornek
& Family
John Jakala+

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24

3:00 PM Mass for Parishioners
5:00 PM Mass for Parishioners
10:00 PM Mass for Parishioners

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25

7:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
9:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
11:30 AM Mass for Parishioners

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26

8:15 AM Margaret Quitter+
Michael Palombi+
Mary Jean McLaughlin+

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27

4:00 PM Sam & Helen Baumann+
Joseph & Jean Perlikiewicz+
Edward Keenan+

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28

7:30 AM Mass for Fathers
Tom Vander Sanden+
Eugene Georges+

9:30 AM John & Margaret Whalen+
Frank & Louise Narcisi+
Alice Jani+

11:30 AM Mass for Parishioners
Michael Gibbons+
Mary Jean McLaughlin+
+ Deceased
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OPLATKI CHRISTMAS WAFERS

Christmas Eve always has occupied a

special place for those of Polish and

Eastern European heritage. Probably

more than any other set of customs, the
tradition of the Oplatki wafers has continued to strengthen a
sense of religious national identities. The Oplatki are large
rectangular wafers embossed with figures of the Christ Child
or other nativity scenes. Each member of the family shares a
part of their wafer with those at the dinner table and wishes
them a Blessed Christmas and New Year.

Oplatki wafers are available at the parish office for a S5
donation.

Beautiful Custom Made

SAINT GEORGE CHURCH
CHRISTMAS CARDS

10 card package for $10.00

or 2 packages for $15

Inside message: May the blessings of
the Holy Family be with you and your
family this Christmas!

Pick up your Christmas cards in the Parish Office.

Thank you! Thank You! Thank You!

Thank you to everyone who

participated in our Christmas

Giving Tree by making monetary

donations and shopping for gifts for
Saint Coletta, Lord of Mercy, Saint Vincent DePaul, The
Women'’s Center and The Pregnancy Center.

Because of you, our generous and giving parishioners, we
were able to collect enough gifts to make Christmas
beautiful and special for many children and families this
Christmas Season. Thank you for your thoughtfulness and
generosity!

MASS SCHEDULE
The Nativity of the Lord

Wednesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve

3:00 PM - Children’s Mass & Pageant
(Carols begin at 2:40 PM)

5:00 PM - (Carols begin at 4:40 PM)
10:00 PM - (Carols begin at 9:30 PM)
Thursday, December 25 - Christmas Day

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM
(Carols begin 20 Minutes before Mass)

The Feast of the Holy Family

Saturday, December 27
4:00 PM - Mass of Anticipation

Sunday, December 28
7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM

The Feast of the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God

Wednesday, December 31- New Years Eve
Mass of Anticipation - 4:00 PM

Thursday, January 1- New Years Day
10:00 AM

CoAT DRIVE UPDATE

Thank you for the wonderful

response to this year's coat drive.

Over 500 coats were collected at
Saint George Parish and Saint Damian Parish, and were
donated to Pro Laborie Dei and the Mission of Our Lady
of the Angels.

Thank you also for the beautiful handmade blankets,
hats and scarves that were also donated.

Thank you for your kind and generous spirit.

PopPE LEO XIV @ PONTIFEX

The prophet Isaiah compared
the Kingdom of God to a
sprout, an image not of power
or destruction, but of birth and
renewal. The Church
experienced this with the
Second Vatican Council, which
concluded exactly sixty years ago. We renew that
experience when we journey toward the Kingdom
of God, together with all those who eagerly
welcome and serve it.
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FAITH FORWARD MINISTRY
SECOND SUNDAY SUNDAES

WHO WANTS ICE CREAM IN
JANUARY?

Our newly formed ministry is doing it
again! In November when we had our
morning with the parish relics andice
cream, it was the morning of the first
snowfall this season. In January who
knows what the weather will be, but
the ice cream is always cold. We are
having a presentation on our Stained
Glass Windows!

Join us on the Second Sunday of the

month, January 11 after the 9:30 AM Mass or at 10:30 AM
for a tour of the Stained Glass Windows. We have special
morning prepared for you, followed by ICE CREAM in the
Parish Life Center!

THE CHALICE PROJECT AT SAINT GEORGE

Saint George started the Chalice
Project on Sunday, November 30.
Each week at Mass, a family can
volunteer to take the gifts to the altar
during the Offertory.

At the end of Mass, the
family will be invited by the
priest to come forward to
receive the chalice and a
blessing. The family will
then take the chalice home
to displayitinaprominent
place in their home.

Each day for five days, during the family’s prayer time, they will
pray for anincrease in vocations. Optional prayers will be
provided. On the following Friday, the family will return the
chalice so another family can take it home.

Please consider this as an opportunity for you to
pray for an increase in vocations. Registration
for this event is available on the website or by
scanning the OR code on the right. Sign-up
boards are also available in the narthex.

DAILY ROSARY

Please join us to pray the rosary before the morning Mass
Monday through Friday starting at 7:45 AM.

THIS WEEK AT SAINT GEORGE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

9:30 AM Bread & Word (MR 4)

9:30 AM Children’s Liturgy of the World (RMR)
9:30 AM SPRED Mass(Church)

10:30 AM  Parish Registration (MR 1)

11:30 AM Baptisms(Church)

5:00 PM Adult Volleyball League (Gym)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22

6:00 PM Pageant Practice (Church)
7:30 PM Al-Anon (O'CH)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23

10:00 AM  Art & Environment (Church)
4:00 PM Pageant Practice (Church)
6:00 PM Adoration (Church)

6:00 PM SPRED II(SC, K)

6:00 PM Youth Ministry (Gym)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24

12:00 PM Parish Office Closes

3:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass (Church)
5:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass (Church)
10:00PM  Christmas Eve Mass(Church)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25

Parish Office Closed
7:30 AM Christmas Mass (Church)
9:30 AM Christmas Mass (Church)
11:30 AM Christmas Mass (Church)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26

12:00 PM Parish Office Closes
No Bingo

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27

3:00 PM Reconciliation (Church)
7:00 PM Adult Volleyball (Gym)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28

9:30 AM Bread & Word (MR 4)
5:00 PM Adult Volleyball League (Gym)

Please visit the Saint George Website
for additional information about
Saint George -

www.stgeorge60477.org.
Like us on Facebook.
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LAUGH AT SISTER'S TAKE ON MODERN SINS IN

A MODERN WORLD
HIT COMEDY,

PUT THE NUNS IN CHARGE!

COMING TO

SAINT GEORGE CATHOLIC CHURCH,

TINLEY PARK
ONE NIGHT ONLY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2026
DooRs OPEN AT 6:00 PM

One of the creators behind the original “Late Nite Catechism” now returns with a new hit comedy, and it's just as
irreverent —and nostalgic. Put the Nuns in Charge! will be performed one night only at Saint George Catholic

Church, on Saturday, January 17.

“Where Late Nite Catechism deals with saints and gets its humor from the actual catechism we were taught, for
this one, | was looking for something more contemporary,” Quade said. “Here, the idea is that Mother Superior is
looking at modern sins, and how we treat each other.” Consequently, the show pokes fun at everything from
celebrities to revealing clothing, driving habits, social media, and cell phone use — for starters. Audience
members will find themselves once more in a classroom, taking an active role in the evening’s lesson. The show

is part stand-up comedy, and part catechism class.

Tickets are available at the parish office - $25.00 per person. Tickets include pizza. BYOB and snacks.

BASKETBALL
FREE THROW
COMPETITION

Cardinal Joseph Bernadin
School / Gymnasium
9250 W. 167th Street, Orland Hills

Open to Boys and Girls Ages 9-14,
Winners advance to District.

Sunday, January 11, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
FREE to participate.

Please Pre-Register by January 6
(Same day registration also available.)

Email child's first / last name, age, parent name and
contact number. Send to
KofC4698freethrowcontest@gmail.com

Presented by:

Knights of Columbus

Father CC Boyle Council #4698,
Tinley Park

SAINT GEORGE
P.A.R.T. PROGRAM

What is P.A.R.T.? - A program where you can
purchase gift cards and you and the school can
both earn money back on that purchase. You
purchase cards at face value, school then
purchases the cards at a discount price, the
difference in price gets split 50/50 with you and
the school.

What can you buy? - Hundreds of gift cards are
available. You can view them at www.raiseright.com.
We also have local venues available, such as
Culver's, Ed n Joe’s, and Gatto's.

How can | buy them? - Each Friday by 9:00 AM,
you can submit a paper order to the parish office
or an online order. Pick up will be the following
week.

Interested in setting up an account? - Email
part@stgeorgeschool.org.
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ELECTRONIC GIVING

Give Central is an option more people are
choosing. You can go to our website -
www.stgeorge60477.org to learn how to make your
weekly or monthly donations or use the new
archdiocesan universal offertory website at:
www.archchicago/support. Your weekly donation
can also be made by clicking on the QR code on the
right.

Donations can be made by credit card, debit card
and electronic payments. For more

information, please contact Renee

Beemsterboer at 708-532-2243 or
rbeemsterboer@stgeorge60477.org.

Thank you for your generosity!

CREATION CARE CORNER

Laudato Si’ on the Incarnation

In the Encyclical, Laudato Si': On Care for Our
Common Home, Pope Francis encouraged us to
be open to awe and wonder when viewing the
natural world that God created, in which He was
incarnated, and of which we are a part.
(Laudato Si’, 11)

Further, he reflected, “In the Christian
understanding of the world, the destiny of all
creation is bound up with the mystery of Christ,
present from the beginning: 'All things have been
created through Him and for Him'(Col 1:16). The
prologue of the Gospel of John(1:1-18) reveals
Christ's creative work as the Divine Word (Logos).
But then, unexpectedly, the prologue goes on to
say that this same Word 'became flesh'(John 1:14).
One Person of the Trinity entered into the created
cosmos, throwing in his lot with it, even to the
cross. From the beginning of the world, but
particularly through the incarnation, the mystery of
Christ is at work in a hidden manner in the natural
world as a whole, without thereby impinging on its
autonomy.”(LS, 99)

Joy to you, and to the whole world, this Christmas
Season!

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

DECEMBER 6 & 7, 2025
Weekly Offering / Holy Days
Weekly Offering / Holy Days-Budgeted

22,165.88
16,730.00
5,435.88
784.00
409.00
160.00
35.00
1,571.00
4,175.00
10.00

10.00
60.00

Difference

School Fund

Sharing Parish: Lord of Mercy
Saint Vincent de Paul

Campaign for Human Development
Christmas Flowers

Christmas Offering

Church in Latin America

Churchin Central & Eastern Europe

£ 72 . 75 SR Vo K V) SR V) S ¢ JIE V) V) . 7 KV R V) . V) 4

Initial Offering

FiscAL YEAR 2026 YEAR-TO-DATE

YTD Weekly Offering / Holy Days 403,361.91
YTD Weekly Offering / Holy Days - Budgeted 384,790.00

YTD Difference 18,571.91

We are grateful to those who continue to financially
support our parish. God bless you! Your supportis
deeply appreciated and needed.

If you drop off envelopes at the parish office, please
use the mail slot in the wall marked, “Key Deposit”
which will bring them safely into the parish office.

Did you know that you can give your
Christmas Offering to Saint George
electronically with Give Central. Just
go to the Parish Website -
ww.stgeorgeB0477.org. or scan the
OR code on the right.
Donations can be made
by credit card, debit
card and electronic

payments. Thank you for your generosity!

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS

Saint George Church does not “pass the basket” during the
offertory. Instead, please drop your contributions in the
collection boxes located near the pews in church.
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Christmas 2025

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Our Christmas celebrations coincide with the beginning of winter. There is less light at this time of
year and more cold than we might want. The contrast is striking for people of faith. We remember
God’s only begotten Son born of the Virgin Mary. He comes into a dark and cold world as its light and
its warmth.

In chapter four of Matthew’s gospel at the beginning of the public ministry of Jesus, the evangelist
cites words of the prophet Isaiah:

...the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region
and shadow of death
light has dawned. (Mt 4:16)

Events of this past year could suggest that all we have is indeed a cold and dark world. That seems
to be the message of the wars fought around the world, of the tragic school shootings and political
assassinations in our nation, and of our frayed connections with each other.

Again, for us as people of faith, the contrast is stark. We are realistic, and we know well the
challenges of our world in this tense moment of the world’s history. We also know, however, a larger
narrative of God's love incarnate in Jesus Christ, the light that breaks the power of sin and death.
Saint John wrote of him: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it.”(John 1:5) This light enlightens us and warms us. Whatever struggles we face, we are assured
because he walks with us.

As you gather with family and friends and fellow parishioners, | urge you to reassure each other with
our convictions of faith. Take responsibility in the world to be a sign of hope and a source of
encouragement for others. In this way, you will bring Christ the light to those who need him.

Join me and pray for our world, our nation, and our local communities that we can all walk in the
light.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Chicago
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CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SDHEDULE

Wednesday, Wednesday, Wednesday,
December 24 December 24 December 24
3:00PM 5:00 PM 10:00 PM
Celebrant Father Paul Father Ken Father John
Deacon Tom Schutzius Tim Keating Tom Schutzius
Eucharistic Christopher Barret - Cup Kay Keating - Cup Not Filled - Cup
Ministers Jennifer Barrett - Cup Not Filled - Cup Not Filled - Cup
Not Filled - Cup Not Filled - Cup Jim Novotney - Cup
Not Filled - Cup Not Filled - Cup Sandra Novotney - Cup
Kevin Byczek - Bread Not Filled - Bread Frances Bouchard - Bread
Karen Kiner - Bread Eric Susnis - Bread Teri Radtke - Bread
Sue Stanton - Bread Betsy Windish - Bread |Jack Yock - Bread
Ruth Strugala - Bread Paul Windish - Bread
Lector Erin Peterson Tim Doyle Naomi O'Malley
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS SCHEDULE
Thursday, Thursday, Thursday,
December 25 December 25 December 25
7:30 AM 9:30 AM 11:30 AM
Celebrant Father John Father Paul Father Ken
Deacon Greg Bartos Jerry Souta
Eucharistic Not Filled - Cup Not Filled - Cup Mary Cermak-Vis - Cup
Ministers Not Filled - Cup Not Filled - Cup Not Filled - Cup
Not Filled - Cup Not Filled - Cup Not Filled - Cup
Sandi Rogina - Cup Not Filled - Cup Not Filled - Cup
Donna Kavanaugh - Bread Dennis Hogan - Bread Karen Lyons - Bread
Joanne Saidikowski - Bread | Not Filled - Bread Shirley Wiesenthal Grivakis -
Rita Walker - Bread Not Filled - Bread Bread
Not Filled - Bread Not Filled - Bread Not Filled - Bread
Not Filled - Bread
Lector Lynda O'Brien Susan Amann Cynthia Tongsy

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Saturday, December 27 Sunday, December 28 Sunday, December 28 Sunday, December 28
4:00 PM 7:30 AM 9:30 AM 11:30 AM

Celebrant Father John Father John Father Paul Father Paul

Deacon Greg Bartos Jerry Souta Jerry Souta Tim Keating

Eucharistic Fran Clark - Cup Phyllis Hendzell - Cup Ann Floyd - Cup Mary Cermak-Vis - Cup

Ministers Drew Roskos - Cup Tim Kavanaugh - Cup Eva McCulley - Cup Fran Fancsali - Cup
Joanne Saidikowski - Cup Pat Kukula - Cup Nancy Opyd - Cup Jean Gaytan - Cup
Pamela Kavanaugh - Bread | David Whitaker - Cup Ventura Quatrini - Cup Tim McCabe - Cup
Sharon Prokop - Bread Christopher Barrett - Lisa Hummitsch - Bread Jim Novotney - Bread
Shirley Roskos - Bread Bread Thomas Kavanaugh - Bread Sandra Novotney - Bread
Mary Spengler - Bread Kelly Conrad - Bread Teri Radtke - Bread

Teri Richmond - Bread
Lector Joe Schulte Gary Hendzell Susan Amann Tim Doyle
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WEEKLY READINGS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4,5-6 (7c,
10b)/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22
1Sm 1:24-28/1Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7,
8abcd/Lk 1:46-56

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10
and 14/Lk 1:57-66

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/
Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/Lk 1:67-79

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25
Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27,
29(2a)/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/

Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12,
13(Lk 2:11)/

Ti2:1-14/Lk 2:1-14

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti
3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20

Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 88:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
(3c)/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

FrRIDAY, DECEMBER 26
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6
and 8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27
1Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn
20:1a, 2-8

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28

Sir 3:2-8, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
(see 1)/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-
15,19-23

CHRISTMAS INSIGHT?

VISIT HOLY FAMILY CHAPEL

The Christmas rush is here, but we
need to recognize the true meaning
of Christmas. Seek that meaning
and new insights about the
challenges of everyday life by
visiting Holy Family Chapel. Your
visit offers the opportunity to seek
insight from Jesus in the Eucharist.
You will receive the grace and love
radiating from Jesus present in the
Sacred Host. It will not take long
before you feel peace and love
while in front of Jesus. Even if you
are not certain how to pray, just
know that you are before Jesus who
knows you inside-out. You might
even decide tojoin fellow
parishioners as a frequent visitor,
or by taking a regular hour each
week. Find an hour where you can
get away from the fast pace of life
to seekinsight from Our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament.

Holy Family Chapel is open 13 hours
per day on Monday through Friday
from 11:00 AM to midnight to
provide that opportunity. Use this
link to get more information and to
register for an hour that works for

you: http://stgeorge60477.org/
eucharistic-adoration/.

Choose "Click Here To Sign Up"
below the monstrance image,
press "Weekly Commitment," select
the hour you prefer, and enter the
requested contact information.
Press "Signup" to finish registering.
If you do not have electronic
access, please call Bill Beckman at
708-429-2762 to register your hour.

While there are many hours to
consider that might fit your
schedule, if possible, see if one of
the following hours might work as
your regular hour: Monday: Noon,
1:00 PM, 2:00 PM; Wednesday:
Noon, 1:00 PM: Thursday:

2:00 PM, 9:00 PM; Friday: Noon,
1:00 PM, 2:00 PM, 3:00 PM,

5:00 PM. If making a reqular hour is
difficult because your schedule
changes, please consider becoming
a substitute adorer by pressing
“Become a Sub”(under “Weekly
Commitment”).

“That last ‘Glo-o00-000h-o0o000h

oooh-oooh-oooria’ about did me in.”

SOCIETY OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL

Fourth Sunday of Advent

In today’s Gospel, we hear that
Jesus will be named Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.” The
mystery of the birth of Jesus is
supremely a mystery of love. May
each Christmas find us more and
more like him: more humble, more
holy, more happy and more full of
God.

Your gifts to the Society of

Saint Vincent de Paul helped those
who are poor and suffering to find
Emmanuel and they also came to
know that “God is with us.”

To give thanks for all that God has
given to you, have you considered
answering the call to help serve the
poor by joining the Society of

Saint Vincent de Paul?

Know that the members of the
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
bring your gift directly to the poor
and suffering in our parish. As you
give your gift to the poor through
the Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul, in your heart you also will find
the good news of God's love. The
Saint Vincent de Paul poor boxes
are located inside the inner church
doors at all exits.

If your family or someone close to
you is in need, please contact us at
708-532-2243 Ext.515. A
representative will return your call
as soon as possible to arrange a
confidential conversation.
Confidentiality and compassion are
the cornerstones of our ministry.
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CALLING ALL MEN!

YOU'RE INVITED TO NOURISH
YOUR SoUL IN 2026
JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST ON
SATURDAY MORNINGS
O'CONNELL HALL AT

SAINT GEORGE SCHOOL

After a three-week “Holiday Break”, our TMIY winter/spring
semester begins on January 17. Now is the perfect time to consider
making a fresh start in 2026 with a New Year's Resolution to
“nourish” your spiritual life at our weekly breakfast meetings.

Each week, our TMIY presentations and discussions focus on how
we, as Christian men, can improve our relationships and have a
more positive impact within our families and community by
developing a more intimate union with God.

If you weren't available last fall, please don't let that discourage you
from joining us now. You don't need to commit to attending every
week; just come whenever you can. If you did attend any of our
previous sessions, please consider inviting a friend to join you for
breakfast and help them discover a great way to start their
weekend!

There is no “course fee” for the TMIY program. We only ask that
those attending make a free-will donation towards the cost of the
breakfast items provided.

Even today, it's the “wise men” who go out of their way to find Jesus!

That Man Is You! meets on Saturday mornings in O’'Connell Hall at
Saint George School. All men, 18 and over, are invited and
encouraged to attend. Breakfast is available beginning at 6:30 AM
and our program starts at 7:00 PM. To learn more about TMIY, please
contact Gary at 708-614-1734 or pghendzell@gmail.com.

SPRED

We are eager to attract more volunteers
to Saint George's SPRED (Special
Religious Education Development)
program. Our mission is twofold: to
include the developmentally challenged
in the life of our parish community and
to create a one-on-one opportunity for
these special friends and our volunteer
catechists to nurture each other. Our
formal meetings always involve
projects, prayerful discussion, and a
party. Our informal times together
involve baseball, Halloween parties,
movies, and more. Our special friends
are loving people.

Join us and join in on that
love. To find out more, go
the parish website (you can
use the OR code) or call Liz
Paller at 708-373-6517.

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM
SAINT GEORGE PRO-LIFE

Celebration of Christmas provides a strong
foundation for defending the value of human
life from conception to natural death.
Consider some of the implications of the
infancy narrative from Saint Luke's Gospel.
How advanced was her pregnancy when Mary
visited Elizabeth? Read the familiar passages
from Luke chapters 1and 2 carefully, and
note the timeframe cited by Luke. Mary might
hardly have reached the point where most
mothers realize they are pregnant when she
greeted Elizabeth. Elizabeth and her child in
utero both recognize the presence of Jesus
as both God and man at this very early point in
His human development. Without the benefit
of ultrasound or modern biology, Luke clearly
proclaims the personhood of Jesus. This
insight must equally apply to all unborn
children. They are all children of God for
whom He sent Jesus to be their Savior.

With this insight into the value that God
places on human life, how can any action that
violates innocent human life at any stage be
justified? Science has outrun our moral and
ethical reflection, resulting in multiple ways
of manipulating nature, often with morally
suspect results, everything from cloning to
hastening death through euthanasia or
assisted suicide. As the story of Jesus birth
continues, we will see that the evil Herod
believed his political position to be
threatened, so he went on a rampage, killing
all the boys two years old and younger. The
Holy Family was forced to flee, becoming
refugees in Egypt. Today, we see refugees
and immigrants in our own time and country
being roughly handled, often by illegal means.
Pope Francis, Pope Leo and our U.S. Bishops
have spoken clearly and forcefully about this
injustice.

May the beauty of Christmas help us all
recognize the meaning and value of all human
life, to advance a culture of life. While we
may feel helpless to prevent much of the
death and destruction that gets reported
daily on the news, we each are much closer
to making the decisions that affect the
beginning and end of life within our own
families. May we always recognize the value
that God places on human life as we make
such decisions.

If we share the good news of the birth of
Jesus as our Savior, maybe we can make a
difference that will spread across the world.
Merry Christmas!



PAGE 12 DECEMBER 21, 2025

SAINT GEORGE SCHOOL

Our annual Santa'’s
Secret Shop is ajoyous
tradition where
students select
surprise gifts for their
family and friends.
Shh! Pictured are our
sixth graders, browsing
the gift selections.

Where do you go during “letter L” week? To the Saint George School Library, of course!
Our PreK classes loved it!
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WELCOMING FATHER GARY GRAF

A Chicago Catholic Priest and member of Priests For
Justice For Immigrants. Recognized for his
prophetic journey on foot from Pope Leo's childhood
home to the Statue of Liberty. His journey
demonstrated solidarity with suffering immigrant

families and children.
MusICAL PERFORMANCES BY:

Luis Galvez - Johanna Ortegon - Carlos Barahona
Rapper Elias Ortega with his group Mater Dei/Tribeza
Father Mike Shanahan - Choirs of Our Lady of the
Rosary Parish

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 - 4:00 PM

MASTER OF CEREMONY
PHIL PONCE
Longtime host of Chicago Tonight, Journalist and
advocate for immigrant families.

Saint Bartholomew Church,
4949 W. Patterson, Chicago

IMMIGRANT ASSISTANT RESOURCES

Get connected to organizations that offer
pastoral, humanitarian and legal advocacy
support forimmigrants, refugees and all in need.

Scan the OR code:

https://pvm.archchicago.org/
immigrant-assistance-resources

YOUTH MINISTRY
EIGHTH GRADE - HIGH SCHOOL AGE

Tuesday Night Gatherings

The Weekly GodSEND Youth Ministry Tuesday
Gathering, WILL NOT BE HELD ON Tuesday,
December 30.

The next Tuesday Gathering will be on January 6, 2026
from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM at Saint George. We will also
have social time that includes open gym. Snacks and
soft drinks will be provided.

For information regarding GodSEND Youth Ministry,
follow the SES and SSDM Youth Ministry on the
ses_ssdm_youth_ministry Instagram account for
youth ministry events postings and Catholic Faith
tidbits.

For more information regarding GodSEND Youth
Ministry or the listed offerings, please contact Deacon
John Sobol by email, jsobol@steseton.com or by
phone/text, 708-986-2446 or visit the website at
https://sendyouthministry.org.

MOVING FORWARD IN HOPE

Join us for an evening of
PRAYER CONNECTION AND HOPE

Sponsored by the Archdiocese
Commission on Mental lliness

Moving Forward in Hope is a monthly series of
prayer, connection and hope.

Our goal is to create a safe place for those living with or
those caring for someone with mental health concerns
to come together to pray and share with one another.

Connection is paramount to mental health and
well-being. Due to the holiday we will hold our virtual
service on:

MOVING FORWARD IN HOPE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30
7:00 PM 10 8:00 PM viA ZoOM

Please reach out to Deacon Tom Lambert at
olmcinfo2@aol.com to register.
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PARISH INFORMATION

BAPTISMS will take place at 1:00 PM on the STEWARDSHIP involves your time, talent and

first Sunday of the month and at the 11:30 AM treasure. Contact the parish office for assistance in
Sunday Mass on the third Sunday of the month. getting started in any of the Parish’s ministries and
The family must be registered. A baptismal organizations. Please remember Saint George Parish
preparation program is obligatory in advance; when planning your estate or preparing your will.

please call the parish office to register and for

more information. MASS: Each week, we celebrate a Sunday Vigil Mass

on Saturday at 4:00 PM, and three Masses on Sunday
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION FOR ADULTS —7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM, as well as a weekday

is a program for anyone inquiring and seeking Mass Monday through Friday at 8:15 AM.

g‘gﬁ;?cattt'ﬁg agzg;%”f}iecré”g the Catholic faith. The 4:00 PM Mass on Saturday and the 9:30 AM Mass
P ) on Sunday are broadcast via 101.7 FM to the parking

WEDDING arrangements must be made four lot. Please park on the east side of the parking lot by
months in advance of the wedding date. You must 175th Street. Communion will be brought to your car.
be a registered parishioner for six months prior to The Saturday 4:00 PM Anticipated Mass is live

making arrangements. Please schedule your

- streamed on Facebook, then posted to the parish
church date before reserving your hall.

webpage and YouTube.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK / RECONCILIATION RECONCILIATION: Every Saturday from 3:00 PM to
can be arranged by contacting the Parish Office to 3.30 PM

have a priest celebrate the sacraments with the

person who is seriously ill or homebound. PRAY THE ROSARY: Please join us to pray the Rosary
HOSPITAL VISITS can be made by our priests or ka)te;(-)z r:rc/)lrnmg Mass Monday through Friday starting
deacons, if notified by family members or friends. ) '

Although sacramental needs of patients are ADORATION AND PRIVATE PRAYER: In church every
administered by the hospital chaplain or by a local Tuesday from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 11:00 AM to

priest, in an emergency, Saint George clergy will Midnight Monday through Friday in the Adoration
respond to sacramental needs. Chapel. You may come and go as is convenient for you
MINISTRY OF CARE: Mandated Agape Ministers during this time.

of Care are available to visit, pray with, and BULLETIN Information provides updates on parish and
bring Holy Communion to those who are sick and Archdiocesan events. Please submit articles or
unable to attend Mass. Notify the parish office recommendations to bulletin@stgeorge60477.0rg by
when this service is needed. 4:00 PM on the Friday ten days before publication

date. Because of space limitations, articles regarding
Saint George activities and information, as well as
Archdiocesan events and news will take priority. All
articles are subject to editing and will be published at

FUNERALS, BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS: the discretion of the Pastor. No guarantees can be

To make arrangements, please call the parish made as to size or placement of the articles.
office at 708-532-2243.

REGISTRATION: We welcome new members with
open arms. Please call the parish office for
additional information.

Have you registered for your free FORMED
ACCOUNT? Joinin TODAY!

You can have on-demand access to the very best Catholic talks, movies, e-books, and
study series - featuring providers like the Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press, Catholic
Answers, and MORE! Best of all, our Saint George sponsored subscription will allow
every member of our faith family to create an individual account.

THE BEST CATHOLIC CONTENT ALL IN ONE PLACE.
It's EASY and FREE to register using our custom link: stgeorge.formed.org
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